
Kanwal Sibal (born 18 November 1943) is a career diplomat who retired as 

Foreign Secretary of India. In 2017, The Government awarded him the Padma 

Shri for his distinguished services in the field of Public Affairs. At present, he is 

the Chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.  

He graduated with an MA in English from Punjab University. Later, he 

graduated from the World Information Distributed University with the scientific 

degree of International Doctor of Philosophy and the scientific degree of Grand 

Doctor of Philosophy, in June 2006. Dr Sibal is the First Grand Doctor of 

Philosophy in India.  

He was appointed to the Indian Foreign Service in July 1966. 

He served in Paris, Dar es Salaam, Lisbon, and Kathmandu. He was 

Ambassador to Turkey, Egypt, France and Russia.  

 

Sujan Chinoy is Director General of Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence 

Studies and Analyses (MP-IDSA), New Delhi. He was the Chair of the Think20 

engagement group for India’s G20 Presidency. A career diplomat for nearly four 

decades between 1981 and 2018, he held key diplomatic assignments, including 

as Ambassador to Japan and Mexico. He is a specialist on China, East Asia and 

politico-military and security issues. He led the Indian side in the India-China 

Expert Group of Diplomatic and Military Officials (1996-2000) that negotiated 

confidence-building measures on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in the 

context of the boundary dispute. 

His diverse foreign service career also included postings in Hong Kong, 

Beijing, Shanghai, Sydney, Riyadh and the Indian mission to the United Nations 

in New York. He speaks fluent Mandarin, and is conversant in German, 

Japanese and Spanish. He is the author of the book The World Upside Down: 

India Recalibrates Its Geopolitics. He has also co-edited half a dozen books on a 

wide range of issues. 
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